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If you like It, buy It! \ ^ 

■■ Buying a new car is a major deci- 
sion and you live with the results. Mak- “ ./ '* .;v } 

ing the right choice can give you many . oy- . ] 

happy years and longer distances of 
driving. ’■* tL K 

For many of us, choosing the make 
and model of a new car to buy is the 
hardest decision. If you already know 
whai you arc going to buy, then enjoy 
your new car and moke a good deal. For the undecidcd-abont 
and model, write a list of items that fit your circumstances, Uak 
type of driving you are going to do. 

Next, include the size of cor you need along with the accessory 
you need or want with a new car. Put down the amount of mo«j 
and/or payments you can afford for a car. Remember that, dependh 
on how long you plan to keep your car, some accessories can atfi 
how much your car will be worth and how hard it will be togetridof 
when you’re ready to buy again. 

Take your list and start shopping by going to as many dealers u 
you can stand. It takes lots of patience, but for the amount of money 
you are about to spend, it can be rewarding for you. Narrow you 
choices down to two or three models you think you can't live witiwi 
Don't forget to ask about the warranties and how they work. 

Take your list of possible buys and go to your local bookshops id 
start checking them out in the Consumer Report. You can find oil 
how they rate compared to other cars in regard to number and costot 
repairs along with information on re-sale value. 

Once you decide on the model you want, go shopping for s good 
deal. Most manufacturers offer protection that covers almost every¬ 
thing your need. Check all the details, and if you like it, Car 
says, "Buy it." ■ 


A star is bom 


l 


By Hanna A. Sabat 
Special lo Hie Star 

SINCE THE dawn of civiliza¬ 
tion, man has wondered about 
stars. Poets, navigators, lovers 
and dreamers were fascinated 
every time they glanced at the 


and expansion that makes stars 
seem so stable, but the domina¬ 
tion of one over the other threat¬ 
ens the continuity of their lives. 

It is believed that the life of a 
star begins when contractions 
occur within an interstellar cloud 
(nebula) of dust and gas (one ex- 




them really realized that these is the Orion Nebula M42), and 
“tiny shiny objects’ 1 , arc not produce a coalescence of materi- 
stabie, cool and small as they sis. This in turn brings about a 
seem to be. In fact, and accord- rise in temperature and a subse- 
ing to recent physical and cos- duent emission of radiation, 
mological theories, a star leads Contractions of the cloud contln- 
ils own life: It has a "birthday," ue until the core is hot enough to 
it lives fof billions of years', and trigger the Hydrogen nuclear fur- 
cventualiy it dies tragically. But rtaces. Where Hydrogen nuclei 

____1_i c. _ 


ancient astronomers never real¬ 
ized these facts, primarily be¬ 
cause the life-span a£ humans is 
extremely minute compared to 
thalofasLar. 

. Through the everlasting search 
for truth and facts of bur uiii- 
. verse, scientists developed a 
number of physical theories to 
comprehend the cosmic behavi¬ 
our.- But the building blocks of 
the 'cosmos 1 (on a macroscopic 
scale) are stars and galaxies 
(large aggregations of stars). 

Today's concept of stars is as 
follows: Two main factors con¬ 
trol the evolution of any star, 
namely, gravitational force and 


fuse into larger Helium nuclei, 
releasing heat and electromag¬ 
netic radiation. Once these nu¬ 
clear fusion reactions com¬ 
mence, a star begins to shine 
strongly: A star is boml I 
. But what if the initial mass of 
the nebula was not sufficient to 
rise the temperature sufficiently 
enough and cause nuclear reac¬ 
tions? Then the- "e'mbryd star" 
will glow and radiate feebly un¬ 
til its energy Is dissipated. Thus 
we sec that the moss of a star is a 
dominant factor in its birth — 
and in its evolution and death as 
wlll.be shown. 

Once a star is bom, it begins to 


nuclear force, Life of a star is a - consume Us Hydrogen reserve, 
history of struggle between these. and follows what is. known ; a$ 
two' forces. Gravitational' forces the "main sequencer, which clas- 
arise from the existence of mass jsifles stars according to their age 
itself, the more massive the star, by plotting their absolute magni- 


to rearrange itself. The Helium 
core contracts rapidly and is 
heated up once more, enabling 
Hydrogen nuclei to ’’bum'' in a 
shell surrounding the core, while 
the outer layers expand and cool. 
The star swells out to become a 
red giant, which may be more 




present Sun (one such example 
is Bctelgeuse). Hie central tem¬ 
perature rises up to 100 million 
degrees centigrade, while the 
outer layers are cool and ex¬ 
tremely rarefied — that’s why 
they are red. 

Our Sun, which is average¬ 
sized, is not scheduled to be¬ 
comes red giant for about anoth¬ 
er five billion years: so, we have 
plenty of timell But the core of 
the red giant eventually becomes 
a "dead star" that slowly radiates 
the remainder of its energy: A 
"white dwarf." Its density is very 
high due to gravitational contrac¬ 
tion — a spoonful of white 
dwarf material would weigh sev- 
.eral torisll — but its size might 
not exceed that Of the Earth, (hie 
famous example of white dwarfs 
is Sirius B. 

For larger stars — more than 
four to six times the mass of the 
Sun — more intriguing phenom¬ 
ena occur. When the Hydrogen 
Fuel runs low, more thermonu¬ 
clear reactions occur, .owing to 
the extremely high temperatures 
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Volkswagen AQ sat their 

sights on the China msrket 


to 10,000 million years II: The 
Sun,:which:is about 5,000 mil- 


arise from the existence of mass . jsifles stars according to theft age and pressures inside the core So 

lisolfi the more massive the star, by plotting their absolute magpi- Helium fuses into Carbon and 

is, the stronger its gravitational’ ■: : tudes versus their temperatures finally this cascade of useful nu- 

fielri is, _ . O* 10 Hertzspnmg-Russol 1 dia- clear reactions will halt with 

. , As for the nuclear forces, .they grams). Its life here may last up most of the core converted to 

are thermonuclear fusioh reaC-:■ to 10,000 million years II: The .Iron—whidhcannot fuse 

tUm. caused by high tempera- Sun,:which.is abouf 5,000 mil- . Thus,-gravity wins the battle 
lures lnskto the cores pf stars; Uon yom ojd has thus reached and the core begins to collar**, 

(where lighter atoms are tod. ftie half-way staae inks main se- (his releases formidable mourn 

Hup heavier ofts reusing hifch . quenco career. In fact; the life- of energy from the core’ which 

• im Of ft star- depends on H. ore tranlL^^ 

at foccos tend to cause stars con- * .reap too; massive ones consume quickly in an explosion known 
whereas itolcar forces their fuel faster than tighter ones, is a Supernova P wS St 
.'cause their expansion as a : sothoy live for shorter times. ■ . be as Wght asaneS cXv 

, maitcr-of-course to .the intense Eventually.' the 
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turhs inside the cores pf stars: Uon years o|d, has thus reached 
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"I CAN imagine more VWs 
being made In China one day 
than are made back home in 
Germany," said Volkswagen 
AG board chairman Carl 
Hahn in Peking after signing a 
25-year joint venture contract 
with China's First Automobile 
Works. He and FAW's Geng 
Zhaojie agreed to set up a car 
factory in Changchun, north 
China. 

FAW v is a leading state- 
owned corporation with a pay¬ 
roll of 200,000. Jointly with the 
Volkswagen Group It plans to 
set up in Changchun the 
i. FAW-Volkswagen Automotive 
Co. Ltd. Investment will total 
DM15m. From 1996 about 
150,000 cars, VW Golfs and 
Jettas, are to run off the as¬ 
sembly lities. 

.The new works will include a 
car factory and an engine and 

tons fuse into neutrons forming a 
. "neutron star;” ft consists totally 
. of neutrons, and it is far denser 
than white dwarfs. "Pulsars" are 
■ rotating neutron stare that emit 
• X-rays periodically (they attract 
gases, from the surroundings, 
which are heated up so that they 
emit X-rays, ope example is the 
' Crab Nebula). , 

but the most bizarre phenpme- 
, non Is indeed "black holes.". 
where Very 1 massive. cores • Pf 

liAE:DR3.00-. "'-:f ' 


gearbox factory. Assembly 
the VW Golf is to start in 
year ahead, using kits shlppw 
from Germany. Series manu¬ 
facture is scheduled tot MJ 
The engine factory will 

signed for an output of 

units a year. Since 1988 FAff 
has made under license 
Audi 100, a model manurae* 
tured by VW subsidiary 
Production so far has total* 0 
10,000 vehicles. 

In 1990 the VoW# 
Group extended its leading P 
sition in the Europ«»" « 
market, selling 2*3 
cars to customers in w 
Europe, or 4.7 per cent m<» 
than in 1989. VW!g 
the Western European J 
is now 15.5 per cept, 
world sales totalled overtww 
million. ■ _ 

. ..Min i,' .. . Mil 

fainting stars .continue t^^Jj 
traction, until their 
fields get so intense W POjWJ 
can escape from thel J,. l - a 
even light I! The 2%i 0 me* 
black.hole is only a few 
ters, but has a mass^S 

that of the,Sunil Injhrec 
ods are used. ® 

, holes, and ft is Jjmple. 

•...Cygnus X-l is such an awpPjj. 
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faaats threaten Jordan's green cover saivaaing Jordan's hotel and tourism industries 
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By Helen Alayan 

Special to the Star 


GOATS HAVE never had it so 
good. Feasting on acre upon acre 
of juicy sapungs, these beasts 
arc steadily ploughing their way 
through the few forests and 
woodlands Jordan has. Due lo 
the Ministry of Agriculture's re¬ 
cent decision to allow grazing in 
forest reserves, the years and 
years of back-breaking labour 
and the million of Jordanian di¬ 
nars invested in afforestation are 
being wasted. 

Mr Anis A1 Mouasher, presi¬ 
dent of rhe Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature* said that 
the situation is gelling drastically 
out of hand. The protective fenc¬ 
es built around the forests no 
longer keep out unwanted tres¬ 
passers. Herders now feel enti¬ 
tled to graze their goats in green 
areas that were once prohibited. 
This prohibition was noL the out¬ 


come of some environmentalist's 
whim, but the result of years of 
careful study and planning. 

Apparently, goats have a lo- 
cust-likc effect on vegetation, 
and with lightening speed can 
turn a young, lush, green wood 
into barren wasteland, said Mr 
Mouasher. He added that forests 
have not only great recreational 
value but .also nave positive in¬ 
fluences on die environment. For 
example, they soften the ex¬ 
tremes of climate. Jn addition to 
being cleaner, the air in forests is 
also cooler than the air outside 
it. Not only that, but forests play 
an important role in preventing 
soil erosion; one of man's worst 
enemies. 

Wildlife is another forest re¬ 
source. Woods provide food and 
shelter for a varied population of 
birds and animals. Forest soils 
are also known to be giant 
sponges. They soak up the rain, 
so that it seeps deep into the 



Mr Mouasher 


ground and therefor boosts Jor¬ 
dan's water supply. 

So what are the goats doing to 
disturb the ecological balance of 
the forests?. 

"Goals feed in a ruthless and 
vicious way. They rip up plants 


Locust-like destruction: Jordan’s forests devoured! 


from the roots and strip the bark 
of trees' 1 , said Mr Mouasher. He 
himself has seen a goat strip the 
bark off a tree in the streets of 
Aqaba; this -tree will eventually 
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die. The problem really be™ 
with the removal of the natml 
vegetation, or what is known a 
the green cover. So long as ite 
forest coyer remains, thereon 
be little if any erosion became 
the roots of the-planis bind & 
soil particles together. However, 
when the goats are let in, over¬ 
grazing results. Stripping the 
earth and trees bare, the soil it 
exposed and washes or blow 
nway. Rain runs off quickly 
causing erosion and floods, simi¬ 
lar to those witnessed in the 
southern region of the Kingdom 
earlier on this year. When the 
forest floor is damaged, soil ab¬ 
sorption power drops from 90 
per cent to 30 per cent. In fact, 
soil erosion results in tracts or 
sterile wasteland. 


Another major problem is dial 
plants and young trees are bemg 


gobbled up by greedy goats be* 
tore oven having the chance to 



reproduce. Young forests, up to 
six years old, have been com- 
plclcly wiped out Mr Mouasher: 
mentioned that a recent experi¬ 
ment involving a. deer, a sheep 
and a goat proved that of the 
three, the goal is by far the most 
destructive. "The damage to Ik 
vegetation caused by (he goat 
was 20 times more that (to 
caused by the deer,” he said, 

He also complained that a 100 
aero high juniper (Junipenis «- 
celsa) forest near AI Mugablein 
had been transformed Into J 
desert by goat herders who 
thought nothing of enm 
through the barbed wire with 
their unwelcome goats. 

Forests cover less than one per 
cent of Jordan's total land area, 
so why can’t we protect t|ie lltw 
we have?" Mr Mouasher asked. 
"Something should be done K) 

stop this brutal encroachment be¬ 
fore it's too laie," he stressed. # 
is true that goats are a source or 


er, he firmly believes that wh* 
is gained from goat rearing «• 
heavily outweighed by uraio» 
suffered by our fragile environ- 
• menl - 

Mr Mouasher believes that ow 
of the best ways to solve 
problem would be the gradual 
replacement of goats by 
. Not only do sheep cm®-S' 
damage to our natural surround¬ 
ings (the ratio of damage caus». 
by goats in comparison J 
sheep Is SO to 1), but their 
ucts are moire profitable- A 1 ^. 
natively, goats can be rem°Jr 
to the eastern parts of the 
try where they can cause 
■ damage, and their grazing can 
controlled, 

< . Oh a recent trjip w a rescrV6 -. . 

• Continued on page d 


Bv Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 


THE GULF crisis has damaged 
(he tourism industry m all Mid¬ 
dle Eastern countries and almost 
destroyed Jordan's oncc-thriving 
hotel business. Jordan's image as 
a stable oasis in a troubled re¬ 
gion has also been affected as a 
result of public outrage at the Al¬ 
lied aggression on Iraq which 
exhibited itself in mass demon¬ 
strations, hostility towards the 
West and foreign media cam¬ 


paigns against Jordan. 

Almost ail the local hotels had 


an exceedingly low occupancy l 
rate which forced many of them t 
to lay off more than one-third of e 
their staff. The rest were given r 
extended leaves, without pay. t 
For the duration of the Gulf con- r 
flict the name of the game, as a c 
prominent Amman hotel manag- r 
er pointed out, was "survival, not t 
profit making." c 

But now the tedious job of sal¬ 
vaging that important sector has 
begun. As part of a national 
campaign to revive the interest 
of international tourists in Jor¬ 
dan, the Jordan Hotels Associa¬ 
tion (JHA) had invited the Presi¬ 
dent of the International Hotels 
Association (1HA), Hclgc Hol- 
gersen to come and see, in per¬ 
son, what sort of a country Jor¬ 
dan is. 

Holgersen's visit to Jordan, 
which marked the 20th anniver¬ 
sary of Jordan's membership in 
the Paris-IHA, took place on the 
2nd of this month. 

According to the Director of 
JHA, Mr Fakhri Twal, Jordan's 
hotel industry has been financial¬ 
ly crippled as a result of the re¬ 
cent events in the region. Tour¬ 
ism has dropped by 100 per cent 
and the only "tourists" who 
made use of hotel facilities were - 
few of the reluming Jordanian 
expatriates. 

Two! said that JHA realizes 
that now is the time for it to . 
work closely with IHA, which 
promotes the international hotel 
industry and defends its inter¬ 
ests. "Things seem to be picking 
up. Already we have had groups 
corning in from France, Italy and 
other European countries,“ Twal 
said JHA's role falls under the 
familiarization 1 ' (FAM) trips to 
Jordan. 

Hazel Hamelen, IHA commtl- 
Jgons officer— whoaccom- 
paiued Mr Holgersen on his trip 
r ex P|ained how IHA, which 

«teoE bers aiready> 

She explained that in the field 
oj professional training, IHA of- 
* W scholarships to 
2"2 hotel professionals from 
SESfwALPtam the 15 
g^ adimpedin the program 
2 £5 student was cho- 

Sjffi ,l 0rdaiL This form of 
Professionals to 
•mem L? mlerna donalenviron- 
imposes, students to 

areas of the hotel busi- 

hem l iS 0op ^ ra ^ on does not stop 
IdS’ftfl? 1 disc, °sed that an 

spiffs 
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holm, Sweden, under the theme 
of "Fit for the Future." If Jordan 
hosts this major annual event, 
where 600 members meet, then 
il could become one of the most 
important tourist attractions. 
"When people abroad think of 
Jordan, they immediately asso¬ 
ciate il with instability and polit¬ 
ical upheaval,'' Hamelen said. 
’’Some have never heard of Petra 
or Jcrash. Even our president, 
Mr Holgersen, was amazed to 
know that Petra was a rosc-red 
city and not a place named after 
some woman." 

As communications officer, 
Hamelen noted that Jordan needs 
to be pul on the program of trav¬ 
el agents and tour operators. Il 
needs a much higher profile in 
terms of marketing, so that il can 
receive greater visibility on bro¬ 
chures, which it lacks at the mo¬ 
ment. IHA publishes an annual 
hotel guide and directory of trav¬ 
el agents. 



Hazel Hamelen 


Hamelen said that she was go¬ 
ing to mention in the IHA Dia¬ 
logue newsletter, how safe and 
hospitable Jordan is. The news¬ 
letter, which is published every 
two months, informs IHA mem¬ 
bers of latest important lips and 
information activities relating to 
travel, tourism and hotel busi¬ 
ness. • 


In addition, Mr Holgersen is 
going to make a statement to the 
press in Oslo, where he resides, 
in which he will try to give a 
new image of Jordan and ihp 
Middle Easi, contrary to that 
which was promoted by Europe¬ 
an governments and media dur¬ 
ing the course to the Gulf crisis. 
By doing so, Holgersen hopes to 
pusii people into practicing ihcir 
lawful right in traveling any¬ 
where in the world regardless of 
whfiL their govemmenls'advicc. . 

During his visit, Mr Holgersen 
was impressed by Jordan's hotels 
industry, its service and stan¬ 
dards. The IHA does not operate 
any sort of international standard 
since it is difficult lo devise a 
system applicable worldwide. 

As for what is required now to 
put back Jordan on the tourists 
map, Hamelen suggested an in¬ 
tensive marketing effort. She has 
seen a brochure which has been 
compiled in Jordan and is due lo 


cpmc ouLsoon. She believes that 
this brochure is quite effective. 
The region also needs a lasting 
peace settlement, so that people 
can think of the Middle East in 
terms of safcLy. She believes that 
the private sector has a signifi¬ 
cant role in terms of promoting 
Jordan. 

Hamelen said thaL there is a 
need to construct more hotels, 
especially in remote areas, so 
that tourists can enjoy high- 
qunlity service anywhere in Jor¬ 
dan. For example, because Petra 
does not have enough hotels or 
horses, its hotel infrastructure 
cannot support more than 200 to 
300 tourists every day. For in¬ 
stance, she commented thaL ac¬ 
cessibility to Petra is noi practi¬ 
cal since not all tourists enjoy 
horse-back riding. And the only 
other means of transport is on 
foot, which is not desirable be¬ 
cause of the scorching heat and 
long distance. ■ 
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Jordan's forests 
threatened by goats 



Continued from page 2 

Wadi Al Mujib with several 
members of parliament, Mr 
Mouashcr met an 85-year-old 
shepherd who has been grazing 
his flock for more than half a 
century. The old man claimed 
that 50 years ago, his animals 
were able to fcca in the Wadi for 
a period of 6 months. Ten years 
ago it was reduced to a month. 
But recently, just before the re¬ 
serve was built, the land was 
able to feed them for only 10 
days. "If it weren't for such re¬ 
serves where would that shep¬ 
herd and his flock be in a few 
years7" Mr Mouashcr nsked. 

When thinking of the environ¬ 
ment one must be far-sighted. Il 
would be easy to chop down all 
the trees for timber and enjoy the 
ensuing wealth for a few years, 
but what happens later? If the 
present situation continues much 
longer, not only will our animals 
have no grazing land and our 
wild life and birds no homes, but 
our children will also be robbed 
of their recreational areas. In a 
report published by the Interna¬ 
tional Union for Lhe Conserva¬ 
tion of Nature (RJCN). it has 
been noted that beautiful nature 
reserves and forests like Ajloun 
and Dibecn can generate ten 
times the amount of income 
from tourism than it would if 
used for grazing or other purpos- 

6S. 

Mr Mouasher said (hat the 
Royal Society for the Conserva¬ 


tion of Nature is now acting as a 
pressure group where this issue 
is concerned. They arc working 
hard to increase public aware¬ 
ness and make sure people real¬ 
ize how serious the situation 
really is. They also hope that this 
ministerial decision, which could 
not possibly have been based on 
scientific studies, will be re¬ 
versed. 

On the way to the Jordan Val¬ 
ley, travelers can see for them¬ 
selves the trail of destruction left 
behind by herds of goats. Once- 
hcailhy acacia trees lie broken 
and withered on the side of the 
road. 

Al Heesha, an area between 
Shobak and Petra, one of the 
highest points in Jordan (1,750 
meters high), was at one time 
covered thickly with trees, but 
now, all that remains are a few 
sickly trees trying to survive on 
infertile, stony ground. 

Witnessing such wanton de¬ 
struction, one cannot help but 
think about all the men, women 
and children who have enthu¬ 
siastically planted trees to make 
Jordan a greener and more pleas¬ 
ant land. 

Mr Mouasher concluded by 
saying that what saddens him 
most is that after all the years of 
planning and extremely hard 
work, his dreams of seeing 
young trees grow to maturity 
have been thwarted by a hasty 
decision he hopes will soon be 
changed. ■ 


US-Soviet offensive aims at! 
launching peace conference! 


AMMAN (Star) — The prospects 
of convening a peace conference 
on the Middle Easi conflict will 
become clearer by the beginning 
of next week as the foreign min¬ 
isters of the United States and the 
Soviet Union travel to the region 
in a bid to bridge the gap be¬ 
tween the various parties, and 
reach a common ground on some 
basic issues concerning the pro¬ 
posed conference. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Mr Al¬ 
exander Bessmertnykh will visit 
Syria, Jordan, Israel and Egypt, 
where he will meet with his 
American counterpart, Mr James 
Baker, to take stock on the situa¬ 
tion. Mr Bessmertnykh will meet 
His Majesty King Hussein today, 
Thursday, to be briefed on tire 
Jordanian position on the recent 
American proposals and the cur¬ 
rent efforts to convene a regional 
conference. 

King Hussein will also pay a 
visit to Washington next week at 
the invitation of the US admin- 
siration, US sources reported. 

Mr Bessmertnykh will also pay 
a visit to Israel, the first by a sen¬ 
ior Soviet official. Moscow's de¬ 
cision to restore diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with Israel will feature 
prominently in the Israel talks. Is¬ 
rael wants Moscow to reestablish 
relations as a prelude to Soviet 
participation in the proposed con¬ 
ference. Hie Soviets, on the other 
hand, are reported to insist on 
solid Israeli commitments to UN 
resolutions and the principle of 
land-for-peace before granting 
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the Israeli request. 

Mr Baker, will begin his lour or 
the area on Friday which will 
also include Jordan, Syria, Israel 
and Egypt. This will he Mr Bak¬ 
er's fourth Middle Eastern trip in 
tlircc months. 

Mr Baker was reported to have 
expressed his disappointment 
with the results of his last visit 
because of the Israeli position. 
Washington sources now talk 
about basic changes in the formal 
of the proposed conference, 
which will narrow down die 
number of participants to Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon, the Palestinians, 
Egypt and Israel. It is noi clear 
yet how the Israelis will react to 
this proposal since the Gulf coun¬ 
tries and Saudi Arabia have cho¬ 
sen to distance themselves from 
the wider version of the confer¬ 
ence. 

Mr Baker and Mr Bessmert¬ 
nykh will attempt to overcome 
fundamental problems regarding 
the current peace efforts. Among 
these are the European role, the 
composition of the Palestinian 
delegation, the nature of the con¬ 


ference and its duration iW 
or ilic UN and the Security^? 

Observers believe the (y, 
meeting between Mr Ua? 
Mr Bessmertnykh on Sunday? 

nllow fora better judgment^ 

prospects of peace in the ^ 

The PLO on the other side c& 

linucs to raise objections to sea 
parts or the American-sponsad 
plan. But sources said that a 
rent Jordanian-Palestinian & 
loguc and the expected metfo 
between Mr BessmertnykhS 
Palestinian President Yas Kr An- 
fat in Amman today, will rad 
m a clearer Palestinian posifa 
on the peace efforts. 

On the other hand, PLO Ca 
tral Committee member Mo¬ 
hammed Milhcm said that tads 
and the PLO should agree on i 
charter that would organized 
Jordanian-Palestinian rdatsoa 
now and in the future. He attd 
that llie PLO would work to it 
move all obstacles only if the it 
lenlions to settle the issues n 
genuine. ■ 


In Brief 

■ A 8 r jup of 25 major suppliers from Taiwan are in Amman 
to establish contacts with Jordanian importers. Members of 
the group, who arrived on Tuesday and will stay until Mon¬ 
day, will present their latest samples and catalogues In a 
meeting to be held today Thursday with interested local im¬ 
porters. 

■ A study is under way to exempt Syrian trucks from trans¬ 
port Tees if they carry cargo destined to Syria. 

■ Jordanian-Chinesc contacts arc underway to facilitate a 
$i. million long term soft loan from China to Jordan to be 
used in (he Kingdom's economic adjustment programme. 

S Q uccn of ‘Sweden have donated the equiva- 

ont or $ 45,000 for the purchase of special stercolaclic inslro- 
i tenu used in brain surgery. The equipment will be received 
oy the Society for Care of Neurological Patients In Jordan in 
cooperation with the Jordanian Swedish Medical Association. 

■ The government is investigating the causes behind tlie pre- 
ventlon of an oil tanker loaded with Syrian fuel oil from emp* 
tying its enrgo In Aqaba Inst week. The tankers was suppose 
to empty its cargo in the Jordanian (anker Al Azraq which is 
docked at Aqaba, 
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By ALEXANDER PUMPIANSKI in Moscow, USSR 


IcW 

: "'ML 



0 NE OF THE most vivid recollections from my 
childhood was the day of the elections for the 
Supreme Soviet when rny grandmother got up 
• before dawn and, tiptoeing quietly out the door so as* 
r not tq wake any of us, went out to vote. The voting 1 
booths opened at 6 a.m., so my grandmother I 
. • had to. traverse the entire distance on a 
‘ foot. She went to vote in the /^Sl JK 

Stalin district, where Josif 

•. • Vissarionovich himself was ~ j 

. on the ballot. She wanted her jLl 
vote to be the first one cast. 

. Under Stalin, voting was a 
j i", •* ritual, a religious rite. The 
political god was one and 
indivisible—Stalin, the Party fir ' / 

.; and the Government—just — 

. like; the Holy Trinity. The - ' £ 

^ too, were a monolith • 

*;'i $$ during elections formed an 
‘.'^indivisible bloc of communists 
i non-party members/ * 

;Jv| r Muachbfces in elections; filla /SmA 

’PaI'P yoflng was. merely an act of: 

•’ r ■*'!. v-* 











-;;i'::Th6n Stalin passed away and he \1T 
i^v ^^trqactively taken down from his |P f 

;Q; and physically removed from 

. mausoleum. But the Party and Government remainedjust , j 

|§^®f^d'iilways been, words written with capital letters and writ*, f 


f , reaurfece sfr^thatv 

ifi y v : ^.had-i^^g-Ap. s a^tiie.fa8t:. 

w\ : election. Even being: fli did not save brie from . 

jL.li.-iLM. fVii kallAf hhV'lnlVrtli .'.' 


nadalways been, words written witn capital jeaera ana wait:■, jpr-:. ■ ■ : *r■ "rv* 

miBiul. And elections, though of a more down- as a ! 


% :<Ihe regime needed to rcdve assufances of the boundless loveand raised rnasMt of gfeat^socM 

the masses Ail this was mathematically demonstrated; 99S and i . 1 (^tebratidn rf:deftiqcracy: 

^ y l ^ t ' 110 andaa equ^ percenta^ allo^ to voUs :■ 

1 m,' it —j.♦ iiftfihatiflf ... inffsWliadto cbawavoribbuskieas tnbi>fexixenie'bxmortince. The 


I® 
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Comrades still? 

Continued from previous page 
What did the citizenry vote for or 
against on March 17? That question is 
not easy to answer. Formally, they voted 
on the Attune of the union now called the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. But 
to an even greater degree, it was about 
the present. Yfe were voting for or a- 
gainst Mikhail Gorbachev, Boris Yeltsin 
and a host of other politicians; for or 
against those in power or in the opposi¬ 
tion; for or against those who believe in 
Moscow’s leadership role and those 
who are striving for independence from 
that leadership. 

The Congress of People's Deputies 
decision to hold a referendum was 
followed by three months of fierce prop¬ 
aganda. The phrase "to be or not to be" 
was uttered numerous times, even 
though the referendum question itself 
was clearly not posed by Shakespeare 
and was, as its critics maintained, a com¬ 
pletely muddled riddle which actually 
consisted of four questions. 

The question read: "Do you want to 
preserve the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics as a renovated federation of 
sovereign republics where all the rights 
and freedoms of people of every na¬ 
tionality wilt be My guaranteed?’ ’ But 
how can one preserve something that 
needs to be renovated by only giving 
promised guarantees? The parliaments 
of six of the 15 Soviet republics refused 
to allow the referendum to be held on 
their territory (Lithuania, Latvia, Es¬ 
tonia, Georgia, Armenia and Moldavia), 
to response, the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR declared those decisions unlawful 
and allowed any organization to set .up 
polling stations, even military garrisons. 

In the Russian Federation, the largest 
of the natfon's republics, there wasase- 
cond issue to vote on^whether or not 
to approve a directly elected president 
of the Russian Federation. In the con¬ 
text of the political rivalry between Gor¬ 
bachev and Yeltsin, which has recently 
turned into an open-ended conflict, this 
was not considered.a minor.issue. 
Muscovites wqre also asked to decide 
whether their dty should electa mayor 
by direct vote. • 

No matter how confusing the wording 
qfthe Union referendum was, 76 percent 
of the voters opted for Yes. About 147 
milliqn people; or 80 (^icent of eligible 
voters, went to the pofe. ' '^ : 

. The turnout was highest in the Mos- 
tem-donrfoated Central Asian republics, . 
where traditional respect for central* 
igojremmerit 1$ Strong, Ifr Uzbekistan,: 
93.7 percent voted Ybsj Kizabbstan^ 94/ 

: percent; Th- 

dzhild8tan,96 percent; Ihrkmenia, 98 
^percent ;Azerbaijan, 93 peicdnt; and iri 
: Brelofuasb, 83 percent.;: i •, -, ’ 
d- The baBot in tifo UlarMne had'afl^ther 
^ question aside ftbin the union referee- 
^ '$P9 m Wtb join theUniofi 
$<^ RepubHcsortthe 1 


terms of its own declaration of state 
sovereignty?" A solid majority of Ukrai¬ 
nians voted Yes to both questions, but 
more (80 percent) voted Yes to Ukraine 
joining the union as a sovereign state. 
The only exception was Kiev, the cap¬ 


ital, where 55.4 percent voted No to a 
renovated union and 78 percent voted 
Yes to a union of sovereign states. 

In the Russian Federation, 71 percent 
voted Yes. The exception was Sverd¬ 
lovsk, a large industrial center in the 


New socialist realism 


Can 


r? 


Number of language groups in the Sovie t Union; 200 
1, NumberoftimezonesiU 

Number of political parties la the Georgian republic: 100 

Kshmated number of Georgian political parties 
: . in favor of independence: 100 

^Number ofCorofturtist Party members who resigned 
/ * from the party ip the first nine months of 1990.: 400,000 
/,=I^acenta«e of elkjfcife voters in the Soviet Union . 

-who parfadpated y the M^h 17 uidqn referendum: 80 
• percentage of eligible voters fo &e US 

. .W Participated m the 1988 presidential election: .50,1 
ffeSoviet ^rnmejrtptofor* ton of coal: 115 rubles 
W<$at which the government reselfs alon of coal; 28 rubles 

■ ;: M! adfiiifcclockS in the 

. h^ietymen ltese been one hoflr ahead of the correct time 
> ••••;•• nue to attekeepini error; 61 .. 

'- ^ ;; . •.fetimated number of Soviet citizens 
mm qthpfc confiictssirtce 1985; 1,000 

qflefogees;of ethhic^conflicts since 1985: 700,000 

piiiUss^oe'd ■ ;• • 
:Mh-GNF ^r v eapita: : $1^300 ■ 

.■ '•••. 'if ... ■ r. r f, .wy*«et;:250 rubles 

•" L-;:; • • U. ■a brassiere beforegovernniei 
.l#ein ; March;I4l>0nibJe.s 
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Urals and the hometown 0 | J 
Yeltsin, where 66 percent voted p 

If one views the referendum a ij 

of-war then it was a game h 3 

gmg at the rope in different dWi 
QneteamvrasmadeupofcoS 

who flunk that if anything chJS 

entire system will collapse. B 
team consisted of reformers 2 
that everything wiU collapse if leg J 

Then there were supporters of cedr, 

authority and supporters of local* 
thonty. There were those in 
secession from the union and those h 
see secession as the end of the mutt 
The final result was a paradox. Esn 
one achieved a victory. Supported 
single union breathed a sigh ofre& 

In reality, there was little elseu 
could expect. Whatever else mighty 
been concealed in the wording dll* 
question, among the majority of vote, 
the question came down fo oner 
patriotism, order and loyalty—and tk 
majority never wants to see a disrupt 
of the status quo. 

The opposition called for a No rote or 
a boycott of the referendum not because 
it was against the union, but because! 
was convinced that the center wadd me 
a Yes voteto prevent change and man- 
tain the ‘ ‘imperial’ ’ order in the com-I* 
try. Alas, that line of reasoning was too; 
complex to be clear. But the opposite; 
did not lose completely. 

The leaders of the opposition were i 
not in the least bit disgraced and, infect, 
came out smelling like roses. The pro¬ 
posal for creating an elected presided 
of Russia received a resounding 70 per¬ 
cent Yes vote, and the proposal for an 
elected mayor of Moscow enjoyed even 
greater support. 

Thus, not only Gorbachev, but W 
and Moscow’s mayor, Gavril Popov, 
secured victories. 

Nazarbaev and Kravchuk also came 
out winners. These leaders of, respec¬ 
tively, Kazakhstan and the Ukraine were 



Georgia’s raging rebel 

Is republic headed by a patriot or a Mussolini? 


associate 


Grange land? 


en their authority through the affirm* 
tion of sovereignty of the republics. ■ 
Other winners included LandsbeijP 
in Lithuania, Gamsakhurdia in Georga 
and others who have been called m* 
tionalists or separatists. They tw 
displayed4heir strength and, ;by Wj 
ing the union referendum, took :p 
another step towards secession. . 

. There are many winners, but 
■ should not expect a victors’ bano^r 
They will not all sit down at one tabte-* 

and this metaphorically expressestes 

the fact that the once indissoluble bw* 
monolith no longer exists. ■ . 

Arguments about who were 

nets and who were the losers rnaygP” 
for a long time. Nonetheless, it was p 
first referendum in the history vJF 
Soviet Union and in spite o 
; it will go down iri history as i 
[ event. When the dust settles 
[ we.;will see fidW far, the wWtyjjL 
come from the electorallitur^es j^ 
were an integral pail of my 
adolescence and mu ‘ 



At left, St. George or another dragon. 

Soviet observance of human rights. 

But since coming to power in Georgia, 
Gamsakhurdia has made statements 
which have startled his old allies in the 
Soviet liberal intelligentsia. 

His statement "Georgia for Geor¬ 
gians’ ’ was a complete and utter shock. 
His supporters tried to cover for him, 
saying that he had been misunderstood. 
Nonetheless, Gamsakhurdia said exactly 
what he meant when he stated that mix¬ 
ed marriages were 1 ’a threat to the sur¬ 
vival of the Georgian nation." 

He forbade participation in the March 
17 union referendum and decided that he 
would later hold his own on the inde¬ 
pendence of Georgia, declaring that the 
right to be a citizen of the republic, along 
with the right to own land, would go only 
to those voting in favor of independence. 
The independence referendum was held 
in late March and a vast majority voted 
for independence. 

Gamsakhurdia apparently does not 
want any other ethnic group besides 
Georgians, who make up 69 percent of 
the republic’s population, to engage in 
Georgian politics: 1 ‘Representatives of 
other ethnic groups, Thtars and Leks, 
refuse to leave Georgia...We will deal 
with all traitors, call them all to account 


By Leonid Mlechin 

in Moscow, USSR 


t 


UNTIL GEORGIA IS free/ ’ pronounced 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia, head of the volatile 
Georgian republic, 1 ‘I will not set foot in 
the Kremlin.” With statements such as 
this, the 52-year-old Georgian has cast 
himself in the role of a modern-day Saint 
George fighting the Soviet dragon. 
Georgia is just one of the Soviet 
republics led by an anticommunist, na¬ 
tionalist opposition. The Georgian Par¬ 
liament has declared Georgia's 1921 
inclusion into the Soviet Union an illegal 
act, refused to abide by Soviet laws and 
announced the beginning of a transition 
period which is to end with the declara¬ 
tion of an independent Georgian state, 
Georgia is repeating the pattern set 
frstty Lithuania last year when it decid- 
ed to secede from the Soviet Union. 
What the Georgians are doing today is 
indeed remarkably similar to what the 
Lithuanians did last year: new adminis- 
trative structures are being set up and 
new laws passed; the disbanded Com- 
Party is withdrawing from the 
P°tal arena; newspapers have ceased 
jo oe published in Russian; and instead 
^fflrade/’ people address each 

other as_ “mister." 

»Juf deference between Georgia 

Whe Baltic republic lies in Georgia’s 
^ nature. Before the Soviet Arm 
the television station in Lithuania 
January iL 1991, not a single person 
subject of a politically mo- 
Last year in Georgia, 
^dependence struggle be- 
a grim round of political terror. 
^®^nhave been shouting not only at 

^^M dePUty g< ^ nr of 
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political rivals, but ethnic rivals as well, and will expel from Georgia all evil 
A full-fledged war is underway between enemies, all non-Georgians.’' 
the Georgians and Ossetians, another Many journalists complain of restric- 
nationality in the republic which favors dons placed on the press in the republic 
remaining in the union. and speak of the threat of the establish- 

Another important difference be- ment of an authoritarian regime there, 
ween Lithuania and Georgia is the Gamsakhurdia takes criticism poorly and 
character of their leaders. Lithuania’s insists that 1 in Georgia, there is^more 
Vitautus Landsbergis is a professor and freedom than in other countries, 
a politician governed by reason. Gam- But the majority of Georgians see 
sakhurdia is a former political prisoner Gamsakhurdia as a strong, patriotic 
and an implacable person with an ex- leader and support him. His plans for 
plosive character whom various political Georgian independence flatter their 
observers refer to, depending upon their self-esteem. ,, 

political orientation, as a democrat, a na- Gamsakhurdia became Georgia s most 
tionalist or even a second Mussolini, prominent politician after the brutal 
Gamsakhurdia, the son of a well- crackdown of a nationalist demonstration 
known Georgian writer, is one of the in Tbilisi on April 9, 1989, ■which left, 
most enigmatic figures in Soviet political at least 20 dead. This tragic incident 
life. As a young man, he took part in an helped destroy any ties Georgians felt 
antigavemment demonstration in Tbilisi toward Russians and they demanded a 
on March 9,1956, when demonstrations leader who would completely break, 
were still illegal. The demonstrators from Moscow. 
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were fired upon. 

"When they started to shoot at col¬ 
umns of people carrying red banners 
and tiie first ranks fell to machine-gun 
fire," Gamsakhurdia recalls, "all 5,000 
demonstrators threw their red banners 


Gamsakhurdia is reportedly outraged 
by the lack of Western support for his 
cause. He was not invited to the White 
House during his trip to the United 
States lastyear. He leveled accusations 
at the Wfest saying that governments of 


to the ground and began to trample countries in the free world preferred to 
them. This shooting, this act of terror cooperate withMoscow ™ithatttroy 


galvanized the Georgian people.” 

That same year, Gamsakhurdia was 
arrested for the first time. His stay in 
prison, however, did not lessen his 
desire to fight the power of the Com¬ 
munist Party. His struggle against it 


had taken "the position of imperialist 
oppressors. The West should be on the 
side of the oppressed.” 

Many in Georgia fear that Gam- 
sakhurdia’s intolerance will proyoke 
rjiilitary intervention by Moscow. But in 


muiuaL ratty. » , . ... ■ 

landed him in KGB prisons many times. Geoigb, iMoscow£as no. s“pport; there 
Before perestroika, the existence of a is no fifth colurnn to be found m the local 
common Meuy—the communist dicta- Communist Partyor among the Russian 
torahip-united all members of the oppo- populace. In addition, Georgians are no 
sition The name of Gamsakhurdia was Lithuanians. They axe prejparedfo fight 
uttered withNobel laureates Aleksandr tor their homes, weaponsmhami.Gam- 
sSitsyn and Andrei Saltoaimr. Gan- ; sakhurdia has wanted that if Moscow 
sakhurdia was one of the founders of ttie tries to mterfere, Georgia will become 
Helsinki Watch Group which monitored "another Afghanistan. : 
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to participate in the union referendum. 

uffio" : 2mm vwwnm 


tirHUANIA*This Baltic republic tra*:^ 
tlie eite of viplent Soviet aackd<wijj Y* 


penddrsce. In an advisory ballot on 
mdependence held is early March, of the. 
80 percent who voted, ^percent 
ayored ©dependence. Estonia refused 
Jo palpate in the union referendum. 


? e 'f 86 ? 31101 ®* Populous 
Soviet republic, the Russian republic and its 

dent, Bons teltsin, have been a particular ** 

thorn in Gorbachev's side. Although Msifi i 


. republic also faces internal problems/l«»evral 
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After years of mistrust 
Japan warms to Soviets 

Solving islands dispute could open up Japan’s wallet 


ByShujuiTaoka 

in Tbkyo, Japan 

JEAN’S FOREIGN MINISTRY is like 
a doorman of a Moscow restaurant," a 
Soviet diplomat complained a year ago. 
His supposed duty is to open the 
door-but he tries to keep it closed." 
Thus, last month Japan became the 


lja« i : i i ini 


President Mikhail Gorbachev. Japan’s 
slow reaction to the dramatic changes in 
the Soviet Union was in part due to the 
bureaucratic inertia of the Foreign 
Ministry. For conservative Japanese 
diplomats who have lived through 
decades of the Cold \fer, Fastest con¬ 
frontation was the more femiliar and 
comfortable global structure. It was an 
automatic guarantee of good US- 
Japanese relations and the basis for their 
pro-American diplomatic stance. 

Shunjl Tfcoka writes for the Japanese 
weekly magazine AERA. 


The rather belated visit by Gorbachev 

only became possible after leading politi¬ 
cians of the ruling Liberal Democratic 
■rarty visited Moscow and had a series 

of unofficial talks with Soviet leaders, 

bypassing the doorman. 

Apart from an intransigent bureau¬ 
cracy, there are several other important 
factors behind Japan’s slow rapproche¬ 
ment with the Soviet Union, such as: 
the territory issue of the four Kurile 
islands in the Okhotsk Sea which have 
been occupied by Soviets since 1945 in 
spite of the feet that the islands had been 
inhabited and developed by Japan since 
the 18th century; detention and ill treat¬ 
ment of 600,000 Japanese prisoners in 
bioenan labor camps for more than five 
years after Vforld Ifarll; the Soviets' in¬ 
vasion of Manchuria in the last week of 
the war in violation of the treaty of 
neutrality; and the continued presence 
of large numbers of Soviet forces in the 
^ East that has been a cause of grave 
C0 2 jem to the Japanese public. 

These unresolved issues have made 
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the Japanese public wary of their giant 
neighbor to the north. Japanese busi¬ 
ness’s generally unenthusiastic attitude 
toward economic cooperation with the 
Soviet Union is, to a certain degree, a re- 
, flection of the Japanese public’s feelings. 

There are, of course, more realistic 
allot econom * c reasons to discourage Japan- 
Um ese investment in the Soviet Union 
__ despite the innumerable Soviet pro- 
posals for the joint development of its 
achev Far East provinces. The region is lack- 
polin- ing in many of the key elements that at- 
crauc tract successful overseas investment 
«nes such.as an abundant, diligent work force* 
ders, readily available natural resources and a 

domestic market with purchasing power. 

KtJie Soviet Far East had at least one 
rant of these elements, it would attract for- 
che- eign investors. But the Soviet Far East 
as: is a very sparsely populated area; its 
unle huge area is inhabited by less than 8 mil- 

Mve Jon people. Its large mineral and fossil- 

0 , in fuel resources are mostly far inland and 
Poor infrastructure in Siberia hampers 
mre their economic utilization. Though So- 
eat- viet consumer demand for better in¬ 
i'" dustnal products is very high, limited ru- 
five ble convertibility poses the problem of 1 
m- Payment and investment recovery. 
k °J TOh these obstacles in mind, both 
’ of psychological and economic, Japanese 

the WM ha l responded oautiously to 
Soviet pl eas for economic cooperation. 

We So far, most Russo-Japanese joint ven- I 

. “res have been relatively small in scale 

* 

Japanese^ with the Soviet Union ° 
Jtfeor no growth recently, ti 

onl^n 46 Sovlet , Union accounted rr 

m^i’L petcent of ^ ^Psnese ex- in 
ports and 14 percent of its imports. For or 

' S2 6 m ? UStry ' which 1188 worldwide f 

and many other attraedve conn- S 
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an^^°f toattract Japanese capital ^ 
; ■ f™ toohrailogy, some Soviet leaders ec 
hwe mentioned the possibility of a free se 
economic zone near Vladivostok where Tar 
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under Japanese guMmce^Tf ° ped gw 

prising off*™ If , Theae sur ' ese 
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into the country in return forS 
cessions on the territorial iss 

After the territorial issue ii 
the Japanese government cou 
more substantial economic cot 
in the form of low-interest la 
government-sponsored banks, 
amount of funds to be provide 
Soviet Union could be as 1 
US$28 billion, including linanc 
I private banks and corporation: 

The prospect of this huge ai 
economic aid to the Soviet Un 
sents a major business opporl 
Japanese industry and tradinj 
Even though there are uncei 
about the Soviets’ economic and 
future, the payment is guarant 
rectly or indirectly, by the Ji 
government. With minimal risk 


have rich natural resources 
are well-educated and tenad 
acter. It has large numbers a 
neers and technicians, It all 
basic infrastructure, such as 
ports, railroads, telephone syi 
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oriented, the nation coulc 
one of the advanced econo 
Mr. Gorbachev said that t 
issue was an obstacle on 
bilateral relations when be i 
Ichiro Ozawa, the forme 
genera] of the ruling Liberal 
who visited Moscow in I 
Soviets’ economic future < 
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Genuine peace drives 

THE FRESH diplomatic offensive being waged now by the United 
Stales and the Soviet Union aimed at setting the course for the convening 
of a peace conference on the Middle East, marks an important develop¬ 
ment on the road towards ending the decades-old Arab-Israeli conflict. 
The involvement of the Soviet Union at this stage of the peace process 
bestows a semblance of badly-needed credibility to the current efforts. 
Added to this are the recent European moves and statements which pour 
into the general direction of seeking a just and comprehensive solution to 
the Palestinian problem and the Middle East conflict. 

But as much as the upcoming visits of Soviet Foreign Minister Mr Al¬ 
exander Bessmertnykh and his American counterpart, Mr James Baker, 
give the peace process an added momentum, the specter of a miserable 
Failure haunts the peoples of this region. 

There are a number of vital issues which need to be addressed before a 
wholehearted drive towards restoring the land and the rights of its inhabi¬ 
tants can become a reality and a cornerstone for regional peace. There is 
a need for a courageous and bold commitment by the United States and 
its European allies to the basic ingredients of a Middle East peace. With 
the Gulf crisis still fresh in our minds, one is consianily reminded of the 
parallels and similarities between the two conflicts, which arc after all in¬ 
ter-related. 

The common denominator should be the adherence to international 
law, the UN Charter and tire resolutions of its Security Council. While 
' we agree that complicated problems should be solved through tedious 
and careful negotiations, there must be in tire end a common goal, one 
which all parties share and arc striving to achieve. In addition to this, 
there has to be a true commitment to peace and to accepting the costs of 
peace. 

We believe that no peace can be achieved in the Middle East without 
addressing the rights of tire Palestinian people, whose cause has been on 
the agenda of the United Nations since its inception. Having said this, it 
becomes a matter of fact that the UN resolutions pertaining to this prob¬ 
lem and the Arab-lsraeli conflict in general, make up tire cornerstone of 
any serious peace endeavor. 

The road to peace in the Middle East has been a difficult one. It has 
been interrupted many times by bloody wars. As a result, bitter memo¬ 
ries now inhabit the minds of the people and their leaders. But for peace 
to survive, it must be genuine. Any short-term deals to appease a certain 
party, or to rob another of the chance to fulfil their aspiration, will be 

short-lived. 

By the same token, the world now awaits the pacification of this trou¬ 
bled region of the world. There must be an understanding that the current 
drive for peace-making must not be allowed to fail. Those who attempt 
to derail the peace process must be aware that they stand to lose the 
most. There is a moral duty on the part of tire United States, which had 
waged war against Iraq and its people in the name of safeguarding re¬ 
gional peace and secunty, to uphold the principle of international law 
JJtd peaceful coexistence among nations. This same duty is shared by 
! r® r °pe which has overcome attempts to banish it from current Mid-East 
Peace efforts. 

J* ^ Soviet and American foreign ministers embark on one of the 
tasks of their diplomatic careers, the hearts and minds 
t millions of people who are thirsty for hope and peace are with them. 
! “!®y can rest assured that Jordan, its leadership and its people are sin- 

■ 2 ?, „ lr desire for a just, comprehensive and lasting peace. In Jordan 

■ win Mr Baker and Mr Bessmertnykh will find authentic enthusiasm and 

to peace. ■ 


At the other end of 
the bomb 


By E. Yaghi 

BOMBS HAVE slopped falling. Guns 
are silent. Tanks have retracted and sol¬ 
diers have retraced their footsteps. But 
the aftermath of Desert Sldrm is only the 
beginning of a slow death for thousands 
of Iraqi citizens. The latest American 
strategy of bomb now, deal with the mess 
later is convincingly very successful! 

At the onset of the Gulf War, President 
George Bush claimed that he was not at 
war with the Iraqi people, however, his 
words proved to be hollow and echo in 
incongruity over crowded graveyards. In¬ 
deed, it appears to the Arab man in the 
street that the intense speed and force of 
the Allied offensive proposed to destroy 
every aspect of Iraqi life. Such examples 
can be seen in the indiscriminate bomb¬ 
ing of water' supplies, sewage systems 
and the communication networks. 

The six month economic sanctions, 
which preceded the land offensive, im¬ 
posed and enforced by all countries of the 
world under the auspices of the UN, ini¬ 
tially weakened, as intended, the Iraqis 
and withheld from them basic foods and 
medicines. The ferocious bombing of the 
Iraqi socio-economic infrastructure total¬ 
ly deprived the people of any means to 
adequately deal with the aftereffects of 
the war. One such instance is the meager 
donations of antibiotics given to combat 
infections from war wounds or war relat¬ 
ed diseases, which could not be kept re¬ 
frigerated due to lack of electricity. Of¬ 
ten, amputations and removal of eyes 
were performed without any anesthesia at 
all. 

Because the baby-milk-powder factory 
was deliberately destroyed by allied 
bombers, Iraqi infants have been denied 
the milk they once depended on. Many 
babies have died of starvation or diar- 
rhca-rclatcd dehydration. Clean water is 
scarce or non-existent. The threat of an 
increase of waterborne diseases is fright¬ 
ening. With summer temperatures in Iraq 
reaching 55 degrees centigrade, epidem¬ 
ics could be widespread with catastrophic 
results. 

Lack of fuel has made transportation im¬ 
possible, and those persons living in re¬ 
mote areas away from hospitals and re¬ 
quiring medical help, are unable to reach 
a doctor or hospital for treatment. 

Many civilians who survived the massive 
bombings have then faced death in the 
current internal strife that was initially in¬ 
stigated by external forces to further 
weaken and conquer the Iraqis. Only 
those who have suffered hnd lived 
through a civil war could testify to the 
devastation of such a conflict, for the ene¬ 
my is often unknown or indistinguisha¬ 
ble. 

Those who have undergone or suffered 
the mosi have been the civilian popular 
lion. Young children especially three 
years of age and under are very suscepti- 
; ble to many diseases and their death rale 
has increased tenfold. 

While the West sheds tears for the Ku¬ 


waitis who fled their country during the 
Iraqi invasion and now cries for the Kurds 
in north of Iraq, it offers absolutely no 
sympathy for the majority of Iraqi people 
who have undergone the most savage war 
in modem history. 

At the other end of the bomb it is impossi¬ 
ble to believe that this war couldn’t have 
been avoided in the firsL place. President 
Saddam Hussein expressed willingness to 
compromise. It is difficult to believe that 
although the Americans had reached the 
moon and are seeking to unravel the mys¬ 
teries of outer space through their scientif¬ 
ically advanced knowledge and use of 
technology, they did not possess the "tech¬ 
nology" of negotiations or pursue the art 
of diplomacy. 

In America, as well as in other Western 
countries, the Iraqi viewpoint has been 
censored. Few Western thinkers have 
thought or suggested that every problem 
or quarrel has two sides, and each side 
should be given a fair and unbiased hear¬ 
ing. Contrary to popular belief, the Iraqis 
are decent and hospitable people, most of 
whom want to live Lheir lives as people do 
all over the world. They are not any differ¬ 
ent, than any other human race. They 
weep, feel pain and love their children. 
The war is over. The Iraqi people have 
suffered enough and have been forced to 
endure a punishment they didn't deserve. 

At the other end of the bomb, Americans 
can be seen savoring the glories of victory 
while waving their little red, white and 
blue (lags, never contemplating that if they 
had fought on equal basis, they never 
would have won. Instead they gathered 
more than 28 countries of the world, under 
the auspices of the United Nations, and at¬ 
tacked the Iraqis with a despicable ven¬ 
geance. - 

Now with introspection and retrospection 
settling In, to many Arabs, this massive 
grouping of troops, tanks, planes and ships 
that were mobilized during the Gulf War 
con only be seen as the willful destruction 
of the Iraqis because they had progressed 
into the 20tii century and had acquired 
technically advanced weapons. Is this then 
the example for any other Arab country 
that might already own or plan to purchase 
such weapons? Which Arab country will 
be next, and under what pretense? Will it 
be Syria, Algeria or Libya? And what 
about Israel? Is it permissible for the Israe¬ 
lis to possess nuclear weapons and the 
atom bomb? Is it all right for Israelis to oc¬ 
cupy territories noL their own and deny 
Palestinians lheir basic human rights? 
What about UN resolutions 242 and 338? 

. There are no real victors of the Gulf War, 
least of all America, for a wave of mistrust 
has swept over the Arab people. Needless 
to say, there have been many losers. 
Meanwhile, Iraqi babies and children per¬ 
ish every day, and their cries are unheard 
and ignored by the same world which was 
so quick to wage war on them! 

Mrs E. Yaghi is a Jordanian who wiles 
regularly to local and foreign publica¬ 
tions about Arab cultural and socihl is¬ 
sues. 


Letters to the editor should be sent to P O Box 9313, Am¬ 
man, Jordan. The Star reserves the right to edit the letters 
for reasons of space or clarity. All letters must be signed. 
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Taiwan 

A story of a successful 
economic development 

J JUST four (ffvirfitc tin. arw* 
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IN JUST four decades, ihe ROC Taiwan's economic devclon- 
(Taiwan) has Iransfoniicd thacx- mcni is ihe fruil of careful nlan 
ucmcly poor and backward is- ning. In ihe 1950s surolus iahor 
land of Taiwan into a wealthy, was channeled from theanricul 
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newly industrialized economy 
with the largest foreign ex¬ 
change reserves in the world, an 
estimated $76 billion. It is also 
fnc first Far Eastern country [hat 
is not indebted [o the Interna¬ 
tiona! Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
United Slates or Europe. Taiwan 
ranks as second wealthiest na- 
Uon in the world, and is number 
13 in the leading world trading 
countries. 

In the year 1990, Taiwan had a 
total import/export of $121.9 bil¬ 
lion out of which $54.7 million 
were imports and $67.2 million 
were exports, proving its capa¬ 
bility in supplying world mar- 


industrial products are allowed 
to be imported, and import visas 
for 65.93 per cent of these prod¬ 
ucts arc not required. These 
measures were adopted to cor¬ 
rect trade imbalances. 

Foreign investors view Taiwan 
as an ideal place to invest and 

ha via /innfi/litd .. ■ ^ 




Rife 


ft 





Jl 




ZZ.L - , ,or e *P? ns,0 n of as an ideal place to invest and 

™?w, 0r ? er l *ptaee im- have confidence in its further de- 
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earn foreign exchange. After the 
mid-1970s, the ROC's economic 
development entered into a sec¬ 
ond phase of import substitution 
one geared to help industries 
make the transition from labor- 
intensive to capital and technolo¬ 
gy intensive industries. 
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Business Risk Service, the 
ROC's investment climate ranks 
fifth in the world. The govern¬ 
ment provides a wide range of 
incentives to encourage invest¬ 
ment from abroad. It has also 
adopted many measures to help 
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ayjmensivc industries. w,". «_" ; w,tn private sector busi- 

Tatwan has 170 trade partners jSv iSaofJ?,SSfeW' Frora ness / nen - Th ^y will be available 
while half of its trade exchange SdT-S wfifnill 0, ^ in " ?L^ e . Amra Hotcl on 9 May 
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Taiwan is also involved in m 
intiustrial ventures in Joria, 
both or which arc in ihcgannem 
field, and which concentrate oc 
production for export (Made 
Jordan. 

Taiwan has been trying lofiad 
suitable means to improve bilit 
oral trade in several fields, pri¬ 
marily in investment, In oiderto 
create a suitable climate for such 
investment, (tic Far East Com¬ 
mercial Office in Amman ha 
been sending information con¬ 
cerning Hie Jordanian market B 
die Commercial Consul in Tai¬ 
wan, which is published by the 
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PEOPLE 


Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...we will run it 
free of charge in The 
Star's People and Events 
page. 


§ The President of the Jordan 
Hotel Association (JHA) and Mrs 
Michael Nazzal held a dinner 
banquet on Thursday to honor the 
President of the International Ho¬ 
ld Association (IHA.) and Mrs 
llelge Holgersen at the Philadel- 
: on phia Hotel. The Holgersens were 
of,xj in Jordan at the invitation ot JHA 
m to visit the cultural and touristic 
im » sites in the Kingdom. Accompa¬ 
nying them was Ms Hazel Hame- 
ms ]en of IHA. Director of JHA Mr 
tva) Fakhri Twal told The Star that 
o nJ | IHA, of which Jordan is a member 
Mn since 1967, has promised to help 
press in promou'ng Jordan and advising 
[eras international travelers to visit the 

\m 'Tunna the banquet, Mr Holgersen delivered a speech, in which he said that he shares in the belief that 
beta the ultimate freedom is that of people's right to travel. He said dial Jordan has many secret treasures which 
asii need to be promoted and that IHA will do its best to help in that endeavor. . . r , , 

Mr Nazzal thanked his guest for his visit and urged IHA to encourage foreign investments in Jordan s 
iniw tourism sector, especially m the south of the country. , fvI ' 

ontaa Among those attending the banquet were Mr George Khouri, honorary consul general of Norway, Dr 
"""* , and Mrs Fahd AI Fanek, Mr and Mrs Hana Hashwa, Mr and Mrs AdU A1 Muhtndi, Mr and Mrs 
Louis Caviezel, Mr Yaser Abu So’ud, Mr and Mrs Osama El Sherif, Mr Adnan Mufti, Dr and Mrs 
Nazlh Al Dabbas, Mr and Mrs Mohammad Samih, Dr Sulieila Twal, Dr and Mrs Nabil Sa adeh, Mr 
and Mrs Sami Sawalha and Mr and Mrs Sameer Snwalha. 
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Pi„n >^veiopmcnt granted to the onvpr.ml ■ uic Commercial Consul m iai- 

sent’ n n o» . Franoc wh,cb ■ November 1990 finnSi,?/-■ I ! wan * whicl1 ls published by the 
headed h 2^ membor delegation to support the economy^ 1 ^! n ld order to introduce the 

isier^f b iL R ° 8Cr Fauroux * M, n- Other $10 million? . d,( J P r * vnl ° «crior to the posslbililis 

Develnnmi? U r Slr,y Tcrri,ori al f or humanitarian , ,a . m C< J of «nvcsiincm in Jordan, which 

S ix. rifl » S J° nu3i y for Q which $1.5 million wnrl n° P Ul ° f wil1 in u,m encourage bilateral 

turas 5.1? ’ ° ffe, J n 8 j°»nt ven- cd in cash in Ocinlw»r C i r w!o C,SC1 / t " Information concerning 

Dertf y of 160,1111031 ex- ' shipment of 15 cm und a ,ourism in Jordan including bfo- 

S tSif tr P nsfer of high of while rice woSSi i -n° nS churcs * vidcos * P ho[0 « ra P h ? ^ 

fmm rS duclS f i? ever ything and 60finn 6 .? l,lI,on maps have also Seen sent, in or- 

aJS, ^-, eflr facihties to high worth^! Smiii^? 0 Cn b,ankcls 4, er lo atlrncl Taiwanese toonsb 

32“ rad ^tems. passenger ^ llllt>1 ? werc P^ont- to Jordan. 

P Alihn^l S S!! litcs * S nfa^xSiir rc,mbu r rae Jorda- An agreement of coopcnuto 

? anco has no d’Pto- Tradi^t - rc on u rcru 8ecs. was signed with Uic Royal fr 
*SL SSL & . wa^td re fc S 5 - 5 nl *.fic Society in 


r„" riu * ’ . lunn 8 Joint ven- 
J™M ,e supply of technical ex- 
^rtise and the transfer of high 
tech, products in everything 
nu ®J» faciUties to high 
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between the two nmg 6 from 10 days to a 6 moutn 

tecauje of tSX ’pSkty^f ^Tlre Far East Trade SsoW 
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A d8PSi 1990, a delegation world and 1/34,6 opportqaid« ® 
Ij^.tbeJcrdan Commercial T aiwa n» Established in 191V 
Centres Cooperation visited Tai- - * 511 independent non pmf' 1 £ 
J 61 Import .Fair, which is held gamzatfon whose aims are foej 


will in mm encourage bilatod 
trade. Information concerning 
tourism in Jordan including bro¬ 
chures, videos, photographs and 
maps hnvc also been sent, in or¬ 
der to atlrncl Taiwanese tourists 
to Jordan. 

An agreement of cooperoj® 1 
was signed with Uic Royal Sci¬ 
entific Society in the fields of «■ 
dustry and agriculture aimed f 
improving the quality of Jordaai- 
an products and consequently 
competitiveness and export.jo*\ 
wan'also offers varied trabj^ 
programs for Jordanians iocM* 
mg agricultural technology, 
weaving, metal welding, rilS ' 
toms, fisheries, steel work man¬ 
agement, biochemical enginwj 
ing and stone extraction w 1 *® 
range from 10 days to a 6 moom 
period. „ _. 

The Far East Trade Services 
Centre (FETS) serves as a con¬ 
nection bciween the b ^ ine T; 
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• Egyptian composer, singer 
and actor Mohammad Abdul 
Wahab, aptly named father of 
modem Arab music, died in Cai¬ 
ro Saturday 4 May, of a stroke at 
the age of 88. 

Abdul Wahab, who is survived 
by his wife and five children, 
was admitted to hospital a week 
l before his death after lie lost bal- 
' ancc and fell al his Cairo home. 

; He suffered bruises on his slioul- 
i ders, back and thighs. 

The composer-singer Abdul 
: Wahab left hospital and stayed 
; "Owe until around midnight Fri- 
: day when he complained of an 
: abnormal sense of fa¬ 

tigue. His wife, Nahla, called 
foe ambulance, but by the time 
foe medics arrived it was loo 
late. 

The Egyptian composer began 
nis carrier as a singer, then he 
1 f'tf? U P singing for 30 years and 
dedicated his time to composing 
than 1,800 romantic and 
painouc songs. His most remem- 
wred compositions are the ones 
. Wr ole for famous Egyptian 
, singer the late UmKulthurn. 

: • Mr and-Mrs M. Suman of 
K, ,nd «n Embassy in Amman 
\ ^dinner parly at their resi- 
« t on . Tuesday. 30 April, to 
. ^members of the local 
E' Attending the event were 

fr alcd Press. Sa'ad HaUar 
■ ma ^ ncc Presse, Osa- 

TL?? Md Nasser Keila - 
Eka J^^ P ebb y Lovalt, 

; ^“bbfibandP.V.Viveka- 

Sa'arl oil ? e J° rdan Times, 

SS.^mbersQf the Indian 
T^timiy inJordan and Iraq, 

. UNfe^ 6810 ?® 1 Director of 
Middle East 



*?m-i '' <j *SSSSSsSaSE^p-; -SSwffl world J && to u, e 

‘Ftfij^iJordanhasa exemplitryshov/halls.ll ^ J "■ 


# The Royal Society for Conser¬ 
vation of Nature's general com¬ 
mittee held its annual meeting 
on Sunday, 28 April, at the 
World Affairs Council. 

The committee discussed the 
annual report presented by Dr 
Kamel Abu Jaber, Uic society s 
secretary, and the financial re¬ 
port prepared by Mr HIsham 
Zebian, the treasurer. 

An administrative committee 
was also elected during the 
meeting, which comprises Mr 
Anis AI Mu'asher, Senator 
Mrs Laila Sharaf, Dr Kamel 
Abu Jaber, Mr Isa Shaheen, 
Mr HIsham Zeblan, Mrs Abla 
Ayub. Mr Dawoud Abu Jaz- 
am, Dr Salem Al Lawzl, in ad- , 
dition 1 to three other members to 
be selected by the committee, 
making II the total number of 



• Her Majesty Queen Noor will patronize Sunday, 12 May, the pre¬ 
miere of the Jordanian movie "Oriental Story," at Philadelphia cine¬ 
ma theater. 

The movie tells the story of a journalist who becomes utterly inis- 
trated due to political, economic and social setbacks. His frustration 
forces him into seclusion and complete disregard of reality. This intri¬ 
cate process of introversion brines about the encroachment and con¬ 
trol of nightmares over his thoughts, turning his life into a real hell. 

"Oriental Story," directed by Mr Najdat Anzour, will be shown 
for the first lime after being hindered for a whole year due to political 
and economic circumstances in the region. 

The movie will be screened, later, at the Royal Cultural Center 
(RCC), clubs, societies and public gatherings — in Amman and the 
other districts in the Kingdom — so as to attract the highest number 
of viewers. 

The Jordanian movie is starred by Muhammad Al Qabbam, Jou- 
liette Awad, Zuheir Hassan, Nadra Imran and a group of Ihe Finest 
Jordanian actors. 


Agenda 


Films 


■ The Goethe Institute presents 
"Rosl und die grosse Stadt", 
Rosi and the big city, in Ger¬ 
man: The 12-year old Rosi 
moved together with her father 
and brother lo Berlin, which she 
sees as a stmngc, big and grey 
city. Rosi doesivl like Berlin and 
wants to go back to Bavaria. But 
then she meets Ay la and Juua. 
The three become close friends. 
Together they discover Berlin 
and cause a lot of mischief. (91 
min). On Saturday 11 May, al 4 
pin. 


11RII Princess Survutii Al Iiassan last Friday received a group of 
Jordanian students who will participate in the drama production 
"The Peace Child," in Perth, Scotland, which will start on 20 

Mlordan is the only Arab country amongst 16 other countries in¬ 
vited lo participate in this event, which rims at eaha J 6, "8 JJ* 
concept of peace based on friendship and understanding among 

‘ h The JordaniVn grouptiomprises Mis, Hate Khoari head of 
drnmp al the Amman Baccalaureate School, and students Sameer 
Nino, Hassan Mari, Dana Ramadan, Zem Nasiser dd, n aad |ar ah 
Keilani. The group departed from Amman last Sunday on their 

way to Britain. 


■ The American Cultural Centre 
presents "The Accidental Tour¬ 
ist" on Thursday and Sundas, 9 
and 12 May, respectively. AL 7 
pm. 


■ The French Cultural Center 
■presents "L'amour i mort," 
love until death, on Monday .13 
May, at 8 pm. 

■ The British Council presents 
pans one and two of the film 
"The ^hooting Party." part one 
will be shown on Saturday 11 
May at 6 pip, while part two will 
be on Wednesday 15 May al 5 


committee members. 

• On Monday the Friends of the 
Liver Patients Society held Lhcir 
annual bazaar at Ihe Amra HoteL 
HRH Princess Basina inaugu¬ 
rated the show and was accom¬ 
panied by Mrs Mudar Badran, 
Mrs In'am Al Mufti, Dr Ab- 
dullah Al Khatib and other 
members of the public. 

Typical of this bazaar were the 
creative hands which were 
brought together on this occa¬ 
sion. From flower making, to 
embroidered towels, to painted 
mirrors by Fawziah FaroukUo 
Sonia Sawa's leotards. The 
items displayed an artistic and 
local loucn. r ■. 

A certain 1 percentage of the 
revenues will be for the benefit 
of liver patients in Jordan. 


• The French Cultural Centre is 
presently hosting an exhibition • 
by Syrian artist Nazir Ismail. 
His art is best described as neo¬ 
expressionist, a style adopted in 
the 80's. Due to the feeling of 
fear these works emit, they, are 
nearer to the paintings of the 
German expressionists of the be¬ 
ginning of this century.; His 
spontaneous touch and primitive 
style categorize him within the 
"Trans-avant - garde" which op¬ 
poses the western spirit and the 
abstract. 

The exhibition which was 
opened on Saturday was attend¬ 
ed by staff from the French Cul¬ 
tural Centre and Embassy. Art¬ 
ists Rifkl Al Razaz and Ahmad 
Na'wash were also there, as well 
as Muna pepb, Rosette Bajali 
t and other members of the public. 


pm. The film is a sharply ob¬ 
served portrait of Edwardian 
England — a way of life on the 
cliff edge of the First World 
War— a society about to be de¬ 
stroyed for ever. 

Videos 

■ Tire French Cultural Center 
presents "Tartuffe" on Saturday, 
11 May, at 4 pm. 

■ Also at the French Cultural 
Center the video film "Don 
Junn" will be shown on Wednes¬ 
day, 15 May, al4 pm. 

■ The British Council presents 
parts one and two or "Mansfield 
Park" part one will be shown on 
Monday, 13 May. at 6 pm. While 

K nrt two will be on Tuesday, 14 
lay, at the same lime. In part 
one we are introduced to Mans¬ 
field Park, the magnificent coun¬ 
try residence of Sir TUoftias Ber¬ 
tram and his family, while in part 
two die heroine Fanny Price is 
brought up — a poor relation and 
a lonely girl, except for the affec¬ 
tion and care of her cousin Ed¬ 
mund, who recognizes Fanny's 
modesty and strength of charac¬ 
ter. 

Lectures 

■ The Goethe Institute presents 
"Architecture: A Thematic Ap¬ 
proach” by lecturer Mr Akram 
Abu Ham dan. The lecture will be 
in English, on Tuesday, 14 May, 
. at 7 pm. 


■ The French Cultural Center, 
presents "Cubiame et Fauvls- 
me." On Wednesday, 15 May, at 
6 pm. 

News . 

■ TTie American Cultural Center 

presents ABC News Weekly 
Highlights and The Macneil- 
Lenrer News Hour, on Tues¬ 
day, 14 May, at 6 pm. • 1 

Field trips 

■ Friends of Archaeology (FoA) 

. will conduct a field trip to Um 
. Qais, on Friday, 10 May. Depar¬ 
ture will be from the Amra Hotel 
at 9 am, in private cars. 
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come out 
winning. 
10:00 - 
News in 
English. 
10:20 — 
Derrick. An- 
. other detec¬ 
tive story in¬ 
volving 
murder and 
suspense. 

TUESDAY 


Programs on 
Jordan 
Television 
from 11-17 
May 


FRENCH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

6:00 — Envoye Special. 
Tchemobyle." A documen¬ 
tary program about Tchemo- 
bel. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 —French Varieties. 


SUNDAY 


Bill Cosby Show, Saturday, 8:30 

English PROGRAM j 

SATURDAY j 

oinn ~~ Bi, l Cosby Show. I 
r Counter: Rami 
Khom\a guest this week is the 

sums 


interview 
0 with the Brit¬ 

ish prime 
. ... minister, who 

is Visiting the United Slates. 

9:10— Costeau. 
i 1 ft.M~ Ne S inEn $ sh - 
Rl'm?"Gtori^ ,enCh Wure 

WEDNESDAY 


8:30 — Per- 6:00 — La maison bleue. A 
feet Strang- cartoon series for children, 
ers. "Hocus 6:15 — L'ecole des fans. A 
pocus . 11 Com- thrilling program for children 
edy: Larry, and adults alike. This week's 
devious as with Daniele Guichard 
ever, uses his 7:00 - News in French, 
cousin Balky 7:15 — Stratagcinc. A docu- 
men,a O' program. 


MONDAY 

6:00 — La belle Anglaisc. A 
drama series. 

7:00 —News in French. ■ 
7:15 — The weekly sports 
magazine. 

TUESDAY 

6:00 —Les ratons laveurs. A 


ur Mamdouh ■ w W , 

^e^emad’i of ation M Prepar ' 6:0# ~ Les ra,ons laveurs > A 

the Gi|If War. a , * or y 818 ^ s birthday par- cartoon series for children 

““ News in English. erandmnih m ° rrUp !i ed K by lhe Sixieme gauche A 

M :2 ? r Fealure Film. "The ?“ d lhe dau 8 h * drarna series about a confran- 

Most Beaut ftil Woman " a ■ Ifi Slde Daltons with the tation between an ai • 

beautiful youne £ decora[or s of Sarah's apart- famiiv 


— feature Film. "The -a , . u ine aau g«- 

Most Beautiful Woman « a ■ £.1 ! de re|all0ns with the 

b e .m|ful young woman'who S 5 ST ° f Sarah ' S apart - 
became one of the most fa- q«ta n u 
mous opera singers of her mi^-T 0ur , House: In this 
time, a Russian Military at- j 3 ™ 0 * 61 reali zes that 

tache in Paris, and a ray fa- {5^? lnlcnt '°" s towards her 
mous music teacher Sstl W% y iS° l b< ! en ° u S h ' 
lute the necessary inErediem. InlSn ~ Ne ^ s ln English. 
for , love, romance, En/4° "Th” h B<!havln E B adly. 

“d murder, in 19 * B P /4 - The horse may talk": 


Z j intrigue 

19th 


j&e , z r floor ,n 

her best intentions towards her 2 '?c “ News In Pencil 
a«yw be enough. tg ~ Aujourd'liui en Jar- 
—News in English. danie. A local Program, 
behaving Badly. 

Ep/ 4 . The horse may talk": WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 6:00-Le chevalier du labv- 

o.™ n - .■ . nnthe.A.game show for chfi- 

2,- ® a .y by Day. "Com- that demands good talem 
2iVS ity ■S' 1 ®?-' Comedy : and culture. g * ™ tnt 

ife’Kfe Si 8 -— 


-vpv.^uauuni. .. 

I THURSDAY 6 , :0d ~“ Le chevalier du labv 

■ ' SUNDAY g., ft n .. . ' . nnthe. A. game show for chil- 

JMK-— 

•H-'USSmSS: PrSiKAfBi 

58sftt 'igg*. -SK3® »“■ w*wv 

'BssfUr 

■' • MONDAY : 


M. A "*wiWi rtour of 


• • MONDAY ; 

■ Nest :Comh- 

& impressions may not 
p^pHetuhs, the 




friday 


7-ic . , 

aids.tifchildren!^ ■ , ■ ** 
, Friday;. 



IMA^ Toma Y1991 


JEANE DIXON’S 



mum 


ARIES <21 March - 19 April): Wii anti wi»i nm 
maml. This week your homo will he where 

sr.“ r brinas ““ mircr o, '‘ 

sssrss* your frion ‘'* - 

find you when you quit scorching so hard. Be patient. ^ 

ss as: as? oway much te,cr >»" 

r 22 S r cmbcr > : Ymi mskc • fuel myh 

rnnlufi (Sr.? d - f d n,lc clo!,cr l «SCihcr. Sidcsiep a nwuesm 

SSL 'US 1 Hal ! sfacu,r '!y- You need more rest. DimipCsk 
turned lo your advantage. Ask Tor help. " 

P. 3 Sc P lcm > T - 22 Ockiher): Travel is invigora^el 
dial ore imnn f nS ° f ° r W 'T caftl rwnanec. Participate In Ktivis 
10011^ possible 1 ^ ^ " ehll(,rcfl - Greater domefllc 

dbimruifttP x? 3 u° Cl i 0bcr ' 21 N° vem bcr): Romance takes on im 
?o c!,an S es ,n home decor. Your frionds are «0to| 

J-iSl ? C,US 10 B worlJiy ca,,sc - Outdoor exercise helpsclai 
me cobwebs from your mind. 

1S2!*S* ^ 2 ,?, N° vei »l*r - 21 December): Sjop wonying 
iiv 01crs , w | m*** pursue your special interests, Rm- 

morc of y° ur *imc than they have been getting 
lately. Strike a belter balance between work and piny. 

^ 22 December - 19 January): Your popqhiity 
w;>h fi. Kcttc, l °Ml lo someone who may be slipping away. Luck Is 
7 n f n .™ * h0 nius. rearrange ihcir $ch«lulcs. Take advance/ 
an Introduction. Family shares a special secret. 

^H3i 1U,S . (2 ® ,8nu,lt y - ]ii l^bnwry): Oiarlloblo work will pay 
hmiwSini i?*’ Enjo y 1,10 company of an old friend and tew 
“ ‘■bores until another week. An athletic victory Isapteu- 
ant surprise Tor you and your pnrlncr. 

te!S™ <1 ?k P ° bn,ary ‘ 20 March ): A romantic breakup Is only 
mffiE?*: Sh .? ro your Predicament with a misled family friend- A 
un S?r llndin § between parent and child can be quickly cleared 
up. Speak from the heart. Pursue u dream. 

duuminV^WM 1 ? CHILDREN are quick-witted, energetic aid 
Hnri mJn ^i dc I y sei, Hmcnlal, these youngsters often wnlepodqf 
iccnaonre t^ 15 - for dieir loved ones. They tend to be rebellious e 
searcher Ar. ^. r w ®? derfu l curiosity can lead to a career as si» 
baciMiwi °,^ Wri er ' *nve on competition and refuse to take* 
must iHnrrl*! anyonB - Affectionate but possessive, these clufdrtt 
“5 10 ^ 0n,r [ ° 5 ihcir jealousy. Making too many demands« 
a romantic partner is counter productive. 


" ; \ "■ i*.. 


•1.-V ...■'] - . J i~ 

i'.::.:! ’>;. :0 i ]; 


TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

2. Die Hard 2: Die Hard- 

I^^HomeVide^PG- 

®S» 2 S£!SSl 

' 1 ^aohniphobia, Jeff 

VidM^nome 

tkem% Mot - " 

«■■ l?aytni« n , Ua m jy„_ ■ ■ ■ 


son, MCA/Univereal ffi- 
1990) 

9- The Exorcist HI 
George C. Scott. Jam 
Milier, Fox Video fR-1990) 

TOP POP 
ALBUMS 

1. Gonna Make Yo« 
Sweat. C&C Music Fac¬ 
tory, Columbia 

2. Soul Cages. Sting. 

A&M _ . i 

3. Marlah Carey , Marian 
Carey, Columbia 

4. I'm Your Baby To¬ 

night, Whitney Houston, 
Arista . 

6. Into the Light, Gloria 
Esie/an, Epic • .. 

6. To the Extreme, Va- 
nilla loe, SBK n .., 

7. Wilson; PhiUlpa, y 1 '. 


9,.Shake Your,Money ?s . 
Maker, The Slack Crow* • 
DEF American . >...*• '1 







Would You 
Believe....- 

Rheumatoid arthritis 
is suspected of being an 
autoimmune disease, one 
in which the body s natu¬ 
ral disease fighters turn 
inward and attack vari¬ 
ous parts of the body 
iue!f. 

The tomato is a veget a¬ 
ble by law, even though 
it’s a fruit by nature. 
That's according to a 
1893 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in a Ux case. 

Woodrow Wilson once 
used sheep to trim the 
White House law as part 

of the World War I effort 

to conserve manpower. 

* * * 

The smallest recorded 
waiBt in history belonged 
to Ethel Granger of En¬ 
gland, whose husband 
forced her to wear smaller 
and smaller corsets, until 
her waist finally mea¬ 
sured 13 inches. 

* * # 

Abolitionist Thaddeus 
Stevens of Pennsylvania 
was elected to Congress 
two and a half months af¬ 
ter he died in 1868. 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


the far side 
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By GARY LARSON 


ACROSS 

38 Football 

4 Fulton's 

36 Place of 

1 Flat round 

player 

steamer 

high living 

plate 

39 Bullets 

5 Upper house 

37 Rip 

39 Milieus for 

5 Store 

40 Desert 

6 A Bryant 

events 

animal 

7 Not inclined 

convales¬ 

10 Ding. —, 

41 Corks 

to work 

cents 

dell 

43 Certain 

8 Summer: Fr. 

40 Apple drink 

14 Uttered 

gamblers 

9 Dregs 

42 Squinted 

15 Maternally 

44 Orient 

10 Flood 

43 Ate with 

related 

45 Before kick 

11 Again 

care 

16 Satanic 

or saddle 

12 Ball team 

45 An Allen 

17 Honored, 

46 Entangle 

number 

46 Cupid 

In a way 

49 Economy 

13 Light¬ 

47 Nary a 

19 Miss Horne 

class 

hearted 

person 

20 Supplica¬ 

53 Jungle 

18 Dry and 

48 Ornamental 

tion 

sound 

friable 

staff 

21 Hardened 

54 Got through 

22 Ibsen's 

49 Impudent 

23 - Hari 

56 Single time 

heroine 

child 

24 Weather 

57 Pointed 

24 Foreleg 

50 Particle 

hazard 

arch 

bones 

51 Bacterium 

25 Conditional 

58 Ripped 

25 Does road 

52 Best or 

release 

59 Nucleus 

work 

Ferber 

28 in return 

60 Imbibed 

26 Emissary 

55 Self 

for this 

32 Suffering 

61 Mme. Bovary 27 Lively 
music 

33 Teng'sland 

DOWN 

28 Hoodlums 


34 Regret 

1 Prescribed 

29 Pictorial 


35 Silt In a 

amount 

enclosure 


garment 

2 Press 

30 External 


36 Source 

3 Pepper’s 

31 Staggers 


37 Modern- 

pal 

33 Woo 




The crew of the Starship Enterprise encounters 
the floating head of Zsa Zsa Gabor. 



By Ghassan Ghanem 


Famous patrons of Chez Rotting Carcass 


Cashing first 

ANOTHER HAND from the heats of the Jordan 
wage Association (JBA) duplicates, a fresh one 
UBl appeared on the last week. 


±J4 

*Q1092 

♦K103 

*AJ95 


Vul: None. 
Dealer: N. 


* A753 
y AKJ7 

♦ A6 
*Q104 


u v . a oca*} Vul: None. 

Number (1) *09862 Dealer: N. 

* J8742 

*J4 * 763 AA ,„ 

rag 2 m sss 

ftAJtfJ IW E ♦ A6 

'• _ § S *Q104 

* K10 
V 86543 

. ♦ Q95 

* K82 

. north east south 

li 1* Pass 

3* ' JN(1) 2* (2) Double (3) 

54 4N (4) Pass 

Pja Pffls 6V Double 

?nm , Pass , Pass — 

y unbid ' ^ 

dedJE”: 5®^ choice between sitting West 
cboo^ 7 ® < ^ S0UI « defending, which seat do you 


Omar A1 Masrl, silting West, facing 
Mohammad Khelr Qandour, received a greedy 
double from South (Would you have doubled?). 

After lho directed spade lead. Omar ducked and 
won the spade return. He cashed the VA and 
received the news about the 0-5 split of the trump 
suit. "For a while, I was going to give up the hand 
for one down." Omar told me, "But I decided lo 
give it a Uy" he persisted. 

He finessed the *Q, repeated the finesse twice 
and played three rounds of diamond ruffing the 
third in dummy. A spade was ruffed, the *A was 
ruffed, another spade was ruffed and the last trump 
provided the last trick. . .. 

On the last three ruffs, south had lo under nifr 
them all. This was Omar’s first doubled and made 

slam. , , . 

The slam was bid and made, only once more by 
Nuha Hotter who followed the same successful ; 
line of play. The credit also goes to Dr. Robert 
Hal for not doubling with the south hand. 

The bidding at Nuha’s table went: 

— 1*—24 — 6V. 

24 is fourth suit forcing and shows ten or more 

^Both declarers followed a golden rule: Before 
Burning cross-ruffing a eash-your winners. Watch 
whai would have happened, if the declare Hied to 
ruff a spade, before cashing a third club. Son* 
would have discarded a club or the third spade, 
and later he would have jufTcd axlubwumer. 

Could west make the slam, if «wjjis ooublettm 
was club or diamond, and not spade? 



"OK, jrw’am Ufa d&ad. lit the future, however, It a 

always a good Idea to check your shoe each time 
■you and the kids retum 1 Jlome. ,, 











































































